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Pastor’s Pen
The Exchange Zone

In track and field there is nothing as exciting as watching a relay race. As a thrower in high school
and later a father and spectator, I would make sure not to miss the 4 X 100-meter race and the last
race of most meets the 4 X 400-meter race. In these fast races victory often depends on what happens in the transfer zone. Runners may turn in good performances (times) but winning depends on
passing the baton from one runner to another, without dropping it and without losing speed. There
is an established area where the runners have to pass the baton. The next runner cannot touch it
before the one carrying the baton is in the zone. The runner coming into each zone cannot touch the
baton after the end of the zone.
It seems to me an apt metaphor for any change of pastors in any church. The pastor carrying that
role once in the exchange zone must pass the role (think baton) to the next pastor and cannot touch
that pastoral role again in that church. It is also true that the pastor receiving the role (baton) must
do all possible to receive it without slowing . . . Do you see the imagery?
True in any change of pastors, this year has been a distinctive time of transfer, sort of an extended
exchange zone (and here is where the metaphor begins to break down). Pastor Stephany, Carol and
I have really been running in this extended exchange zone, having received the baton from Roger
we are now working to pass it carefully, but without losing speed to Pastor Stough. Once in his
hand (like in real races) we will get out of the way quickly as he speeds away!
Thanks for the opportunity to share with you this year. I am sure I speak for the entire team when I
express my appreciation for your kindness, gentleness and patience. We appreciate your willingness to allow us the privilege of sharing pastoral leadership during the extended exchange. We pray
that it will help the new pastor be able to get up to speed quicker and more easily. May you run the
race faithfully together.
In Christ’s Service,
Dennis L. Otto, Interim Pastor
Several people have asked for the words to the benediction that I use. They are from Philippians
4:4-7. Except for one phrase that uses the Revised Standard Version, it is the Good News Translation with a few small editorial changes. It became my favorite when serving as associate pastor at
Asbury Church, York, with the Rev. Dr. Paul E. Stambach. Every Sunday Paul used these words to
offer blessing and send the congregation into the world. I never used it when I was working there
with Dr. Stambach but began to use it weekly on the first Sunday of July 1987. Dr. Stambach is a
ministerial son of Bethlehem Church, Dallastown, having been recommended for ministry in early
1946 while his father the Rev. C. Guy Stambach was serving as pastor of the then Bethlehem United Brethren in Christ Church.
May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord. And I say it again: Rejoice!
Show a gentle attitude toward everyone. The Lord is at hand. Don’t worry about anything,
but in all your prayers ask God for what you need always asking the Lord with a thankful heart.
And God’s peace which is beyond all understanding, will keep your hearts and minds safe
in union with Christ Jesus.
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Church Mouse
Good Morning Bethlehem family, Charity here.
As Spring is winding down and Summer is on the horizon, it seems I finally have something to share
with you. I always feel bad when I don’t have an article to slip under the office door (like the last month or
so). My mice family has mentioned to me that they have noticed more excitement around the church. They
couldn’t put their finger on exactly what, but I think it has something to do with the new pastor Rev. David
Stough and his wife Mandy and children Isaac and Ben and their arrival at the beginning of July. I know
that a pastoral change means that the transition team of Dennis, Stephany, Carol and Jane will be saying
goodbye. However, I’m sure God has other plans for them. I trust each of you will take time to let each of
them know how much they have added to the life of our church family. They will truly be missed by me and
my mouse family, especially all the food they left lying around.
I have learned that all Bethlehem high school and college graduates will be recognized on Sunday June
5th. Congratulation graduates on all the work that you completed which led to your big day. We rejoice in
your accomplishments. I will share all the details I know about all the graduates in the July Newsletter. So,
stay tuned.
I have been listening to hear of any upcoming activities, and overheard that on June 18th the Mission
Team here at Bethlehem will be hosting a Parking Lot Carnival. It takes place from 11:00 am through 2:00
pm, and I thought I heard that there will be a bounce house, a fire truck, plenty of Hamburgers, Hot Dogs
and other snacks, as well as games (with prizes), face painting and perhaps even some crafts. I wish my
micelings could attend such a fun event, but I’m really afraid one of them would get squished underfoot
with all the people that will be there. A. big thank-you to the Mission Team. It seems they are always doing
something in and around the church to reach into the community.
Speaking of Community, did you hear the big news??? It seems Dallastown School District is partnering
with Common Grounds Café, starting in August. I’m not really sure of the details, so as you hear anything
be sure to talk about it with others so I can overhear and better understand what this partnership entails. All
I have learned so far is that it is a big deal!!!!
That leads me to one of the yearly big deals that takes place here in Bethlehem – Vacation Bible School.
Each year the theme changes, and this year the theme is “Monumental – Celebrating God’s Greatness”.
What I know is it will take place June 26th through June 30th. I heard someone reading aloud from the May
Newsletter and they said “Go off-road for a Monumental adventure through the colorful canyons and sunbaked trails of the southwest. By exploring God’s awesomeness, kids form a rock-solid faith for the road
ahead.” If this VBS is like those of the past, it will be five nights every child should be part of. In addition,
it also sounds to me that there should be an opportunity made available to the adults of our church family to
explore God’s greatness, as He is truly awesome.
And speaking about awesome, I need to share what I have seen behind the scenes here at Bethlehem.
You probably remember that the church encountered a lightning strike awhile back. What you may not
know is the extent of the damage to our electronics equipment. I don’t know all the numbers, but I have
seen the many hours Keith Metzel has put into getting us up and running. I have seen his feet sticking out
of the electronics closet time and again. I see him on most Sunday mornings making sure all three services
are ready to begin streaming. He plays a vital role all year long in ensuring our electronic equipment is
working properly, and he does it without most people even being aware. Thanks Keith, for all you do. And
thanks to all who are part of our Sunday Morning technology team.
Well, so much for my latest news concerning our church family. As the warm weather descends upon all
of us, come enjoy worship with me in our air-conditioned facilities, or perhaps sit in on the adult Sunday
School class. And as always, stay healthy my Bethlehem family, and by all means, keep praying.
Love,
Charity (the church mouse)
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Life Under the Clock Tower
Thank you ….. April

10, 14 & 17 was a very busy
time for us. We are so
BLESSED to have Bethlehem
friends. Our mailbox was
overflowing with beautiful
cards and it continues even
now. Ned & I are so blessed
to know all of your prayers
have reached our Lord and
He answered them. Love,
Ned & Joan Stabley
The last several months have
been difficult, filled with the
slow process of healing. Your
cards and prayers have
brought us great comfort &
encouragement. Thank you
for helping lift our spirits and
helping us experience the
grace of God. … Peggy and
Ray Fravel.

Backpack Program
DALLASTOWN ELEMENTARY

(Cat Pack) will be continued

throughout the summer. Your
continued support with donations of cereal, juice, peanut
butter, jelly, granola bars, cereal bars, fruit cups, toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc.,
would be greatly appreciated.
Please remember no glass
containers. Thank you very
much in advance.
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Life Under the Clock Tower
Library Corner … Our hungry caterpillar game finished with 58 children

participating. They read a total of 1160 Books.
A special thank you to the book fairy, who left a bin full of lovely children's
books. It is appreciated. (your blue plastic bin can be picked up at the library)
DR. SEUSS is going CRACKERS !! Visit the old fellowship hall library. The guessing game is on our counter. Give us your best guess and enter
to win. One entry per person please.
The game begins June 5th and the drawing will be on June 26th at 9 A.M.

New books available now at the library:
>7 new Big Nate graphics
>9 Daniel Tiger's Neighborhood.
>Lost in Europe, novel series for girls.
>Elin Hilderbrand summer novels
>Sam Houston and the Alamo AND Rebel, Bull Run, 1861 for those who love
history.
Fun summer reading for all ages !
Thanks to the Missions
Team for a great and delicious year of M&M activity
and food. The last M&M
Classes for Spring 2022
were held May 25—except
for Pastor Stephany’s
study on the “Difficult
Words of Jesus” which will
continue June 1 and June
8 at 6:30 p.m. without
food.
Thanks to our group
leaders for great studies.
Look in August for FALL
offerings.
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Life Under the Clock Tower

Mission Central is collecting the following
items until further notice: "Bibles, Children's
Books, Upper Rooms, Ukraine Donations
and Cards to be Recycled." Please place
donated items in the Marked Boxes and
White Baskets located in the TLC Hallway
and Bethlehem Narthex. Thanks, Terry
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LUNCH BUNCH
will gather at noon
June 21 at Boardwalks in East York.
Please sign up at the
Network Table.
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Kids Stuff

Go off-road for a Monumental adventure through
the colorful canyons and
sunbaked trails of the
southwest. By exploring
God’s awesomeness, kids
form a rock-solid faith for
the road ahead. Participant
& volunteer registration
can be found here: VBS
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Welcome
to
Bethlehem United
Methodist Church

Bethlehem United Methodist Church
109 E. Main Street, Dallastown, PA 17313
Office: (717) 244-1486, Fax: (717) 417-2831
Dennis Otto, Lead Pastor (interim)
bethdtown@comcast.net
www.gotobethlehem.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
8:00 AM Chapel Service
9:15 AM Contemporary Service (TLC)
10:30 AM Traditional Service

If you are no longer interested in receiving this publication,
please call (717) 244-1486 or email: bethdtown@comcast.net.
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