
 Session 2               PANDEMIC PROOF FAITH                 Week 4 
Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, 

so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures 
and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.

Romans 15:4

-  HIV/AIDS PANDEMIC (1976 - 2020)  - 

OPENING THOUGHTS 

Death Toll: 36 million 

Cause:         HIV/AIDS 

Years:         44 years 

  First identified in 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo in 1976, HIV/AIDS 
has truly proven itself as 
a global pandemic, killing 
more than 36 million 
people since 1981.  
   The hiv/Aids crisis 
developed into both a 
national and international 
discussion and debate. 
   Currently there are 
between 31 and 35 million 
people living with HIV, the 
vast majority of those are 
in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
where 5% of the population 
is infected, roughly 21 
million people.  
   As awareness has grown, 
new treatments have been 
developed that make HIV 
far more manageable, and 
many of those infected go 
on to lead productive 
lives.  
   Between 2005 and 2012 
the annual global deaths 
from HIV/AIDS dropped 
from 2.2 million to 1.6 
million.

The Rise and fall of the Tele-evangelist 
   At the same time the AIDS crisis was rising, local 
pastors began to use the new national cable 
networks to purchase time and reach across the 
world: Oral Roberts, Jimmy Swaggart, Jim and Tammy 
Faye Bakker, Jerry Falwell, and Pat Robertson. Most 
developed their own media networks, news exposure, 
and political influence. This allowed a large impact 
on the Christian community with very little personal 
interaction - and both large and small local 
congregations were affected by the prominence of 
these ministries. Many of the above had their 
television ministries investigated, impacted or 
diminished due to either financial or personal 
scandals. 
  

Hate the sin AND hate the sinner 
   Each of the televised ministers noted above (and 
many local pastors) were quoted as saying that HIV/
AIDS was God’s direct punishment for homosexuality 
to the individual and to each nation who tolerated 
homosexual behavior.  
     Local congregations, with limited contact with 
those with HIV/AIDS and various theological views 
struggled with clarity in how the virus worked and 
how to respond to the crisis. Often those how 
contracted the disease were considered immoral. 
Only until prominent public figures (children, Magic 
Johnson, etc) contracted the disease did this 
general attitude re-direct itself. 

Medical, social and personal reactions 
   The HIV/AIDS crisis created a prolong debate and 
conversation (even to this day) about the civil, 
medical and even theological “rights” of particularly 
the LGBQ communities within churches. 

Using a number between 1(low/never/etc) - 10 (high/always./etc), over the the past 6 months… 

How often did you feel like “the church” on-line or on tv helped you? _______  why? 

How often did you feel like “big declarations” by people of faith hurt? _______  why? 

How often did you silently blame the person/people getting sick?  _______  why? 

How often did you feel someone “deserved” it - if they lived differently? _______  why? 

How often did the rise of this disease make you re-think healthcare? _______  why?  

How often did feel certain groups were being ignored in this process?  _______  why? 



 Discussion Part I Rise and Fall of the Tele-Evangelist…  

 Discussion Part II Hate the Sinner AND Hate the Sin? 

 Discussion Part III       Medical, Social and Theological Reactions…  

CLOSING THOUGHTS 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, give me a heart like Yours. Keep my ears from far-away voices who aren’t speaking Your words of life for me. 

Help me to NOT choose favorites. Empower me with a conviction that if someone is suffering- they are worthy of my concern.  
Give me strength to be a wise and discerning citizen of my country and member of my church as I make choices each day. 

Amen. 

From Discussion 1- rise and fall of the Tele-Evangelist 
Over the last 6 Months, how has being separated from in-person contact made me 
LESS accountable or impressed by voices that are far away from my daily life?  
How has that affected me and my faith?  

From Discussion 2- Hate the Sin AND hate the Sinner 
Over the last 6 Months, have I been ignoring the suffering or impact of this crisis on 
a group of people just because I don’t particularly LIKE them?  
How has that affected me and my faith? What would God think of that? 

From Discussion 3- Medical, social and Theological reactions  
Over the last 6 months, where have I been able to figure out answers that weren’t 
the EASY answers - discerning what is good - even if it isn’t comfortable to me? 
How did that affected me and my faith?

“Watch out for false prophets. 
They come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 
By their fruit you will recognize them.”

Matthew 7:15-16

My thoughts…

“You will do all right, if you obey the most important law in the Scriptures. 
It is the law that commands us to love others as much as we love ourselves. 

But if you treat some people better than others, you have done wrong, 
and the Scriptures teach that you have sinned.”

James 2:8-9 (CEV)

My thoughts…

“This is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more 
in knowledge and depth of insight, 

so that you may be able to discern what is best 
and may be pure and blameless”

Jeremiah 5:31

My thoughts…


