“Jesus looked at them and said, 'With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God .” ~~ Mark 10:27
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The Upper Room

- weekly lessons from God’s people under pressure -

ey,

*Masks required for in-person gathering

On-line class available via Youtube, Facebook, etc

Reminder ... We are thrilled to be able to host in-person services again, TLC at 9:15
am in the gym/auditorium and the Traditional Service, 10:30 am in the sanctuary at 10:30.
Safety is our primary concern. Social distancing is crucial. Masks remain a part of life and
are provided if needed. Hand sanitizer is available. Disinfecting surfaces is being done
more diligently. Greeters and ushers continue to be on their toes. We are continuing the
combined service on YouTube, so if you do not feel comfortable attending in person, we
understand. For those that attend, we are tracking attendance in case of emergency. Please
fill out the TLC attendance card or on the 10:30 service bulletin & leave at your seat.
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Any child in 3™ grade or
higher wishing to acolyte
at the beginning of the
10:30 AM service,
please contact

Julie 717-600-4075 or
jbspyker@hotmail.com

Attn: Parents of College Students

We want our college students to
know that we are thinking of and
praying for them every day. So once
again, we are sending them care
packages and cards. Our college
ministry is requesting emails and
addresses of all members that are in
any form of higher education. Please
contact Ann Morton: Call: 717-887-
3532/Email: amorton2@verizon.net

Diversity & Antiracism Learning Group

Open to all! Upcoming opportunities:

** Book talk on The Parable of the
Sower by Octavia Butler, Sunday Sept
13 from 3-4:30, online. Special
speaker is a Butler scholar. Could
also work well as an intro to reading
the book. Hosted by St Paul’s UCC.

** September 22 at 1:00, BUM Old
Fellowship Hall. Listening to (& dis-
cussing) a podcast on Overcoming
Biases. Plus: planning movie nights,
library enrichment, safe space, etc.

** Weekly Zoom book group, Sun-
days at 1:30, beginning October

11. Dear Church: A Love Letter from
a Black Preacher to the Whitest De-
nomination in the US, by Lenny Dun-
can. Hosted by St Paul’s UCC

To learn more about this group, or
past & future activities, contact Kim
Piper 717-873-8150.

We are planning to celebrate Holy
Communion on Sunday, September
13 at our two services. For those

= Who are worshipping
through our on-line
services, you will wish
to plan ahead in order to have the
bread and the cup prepared for your
remembrance of Christ’s life, teach-
ings, death, and resurrection at
home. It has been a long time since
we have been able to do this, so pre-
pare your hearts as well.
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https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbUxywYUDaypLU-zJ_A7CILiXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx-f2XmE3RwQxNG_A_nPShMQ=&ver=3
https://accounts.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/bethlehemumcdallastown?returnUrl=https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Media/InviteReturn
http://gotobethlehem.org/templates/blankwh/details.asp?id=27420&PID=1065312
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
http://gotobethlehem.org/
mailto:jbspyker@hotmail.com

WELCOME

BETHLEHEM UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

NOW IS THE TIME
WE ARE THE PEOPLE

Christ | Worship | Mission | Discipleship | Hospitality

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Bethlehem United Methodist Church

Mission: “To give of ourselves so others may know Jesus Christ”

September 13, 2020
PREPARATION f oWORSHIP

The Prelude fiPraise Be to Godo
Welcome to All
The Call to Worship fiY ou Say0
Sophia Deaner, Soloist/Scott Deaner, Guitar Accompanist
The Bidding Prayer
The Hymn of Praise fiHow Great Thou Artd

OUR CALLt ®RAYER and PRAISE

__Leader: O God, you have searched us and known us - When we sit down and

when we rise up, when we worship and pray, and praise and serve;

People: You discern our thoughts from far away - Our hopes and dreams,
our worries and fears. You search out our paths, and are acquainted
with all our ways.

Leader: Even before a word is on our tongue, O Lord, you know it completely.

People: You hem us in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon us. We
praise you! Wonderful are your works! We worship you, O God!

The Prayer of Invocation

O God, whose holiness is not limited to grand cathedrals or saintly persons,
spectacular mountains or mountain-moving leaders; O God, whose holiness is often
discovered in simple everyday places and simple everyday folks, plant your holiness
in this place, in us now. Grow us this hour, that we might flower, right where we are,
with the beauty of your holiness. Through Jesus we pray. Amen.

A Time of Silent Prayer and Meditation
A Prayer of Confession

God our Redeemer, we admit to you that our conduct is not consistent with the

gospel. We do not always stand firm when it is easier to waver for the sake of popular-
ity. We sometimes look down on and put down others whose way of worship and ways

of living are different from ours. We are frightened disciples when our faith requires

us to go out on a limb. We want Christianity to be an escape hatch rather than a liberating move-
ment, and so we hide in the status quo. We do not live for Christ but for ourselves. Death is a
terror to us because our hope in the resurrection grows dim. Have mercy on us, righteous and
saving God, and deliver us from ourselves through the power of the Holy Spirit, who releases us
from timidity and fear, and through the life of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Words of Comfort, Assurance, and Instruction

All: God gives us new opportunities every day to start fresh and new. Through God&
Spirit we are empowered to celebrate life fully and to appreciate all the gifts of
life, especially family and friends. God, in this moment, says to start over. Begin
again, all is filled with hope.

Our Hymn of Prayer fil Surrender Alld

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

The Morning Anthem fil Love You Lordd
Men& Quartet

A Time with Our Children

WORSHIPt h r oGIGING
Our Giving of Tithes and Offerings
The Prayer of Dedication

A HYMN OF PREPARATION fGuiding Me Home0
WORSHIPt h r oRRQGLAMATION OF THE WORD

The Scripture Lesson Luke 22:14-20

The Message

Text: WIien the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he
said to them, d have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before
I suffer. 6 O
Theme: Those Who Were There
The Sacrament of Holy Communion
WORSHIPt h r oRESPONSE
The Hymn of Dedication

The Benediction and Postlude

fiRemembrance0 Matt Redman

fiShout to the Lordo

CCLI License #1534957

Stewardship Report for September 6, 2020

Current Fund: $12,893.00 Property Imp.: $1,633.00 New Vision: $4,350.00

Remember you can donate electronically, even via a mobile app.
To donate online: https://tinyurl.com/sslwwpo
Download quick & easy Give-Plus mobile app https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app
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The Ritual of Holy Communion
L: The Lord be with you.
P: AND ALSO WITH YOU.
L: Lift up your hearts.
P: WE LIFT THEM UP TO THE LORD.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
P: IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE OUR THANKS AND PRAISE.

It is right and good to give you thanks, Almighty God, for you are the source of light and life in Jesus Christ. In all times and places your people proclaim your glory in unending praise.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna
in the highest!

We remember with joy the grace by which you created all things and made us in your own image. We rejoice that you called a people in covenant to be a light to the nations.
Yet we rebelled against your will. In spite of the prophets and pastors sent forth to us, we continued to break your covenant.

In the fullness of time, you sent your only Son to save us. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of your favored one, Mary, sharing our life, he reconciled us to your love. At the
Jordan your Spirit descended upon him, anointing him to preach the good news of your reign. He healed the sick and fed the hungry, manifesting the power of your compassion. He
sought out the lost and broke bread with sinners, witnessing the fullness of your grace. We beheld his glory.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus took bread; giving thanks to you, he broke the bread and offered it to his disciples, saying: “Take this and eat; this is my body, which
is given for you, do this in remembrance of me.”

Taking a cup, again he gave thanks to you, shared the cup with his disciples and said,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Drink from this all of you. This is poured out for you and many for the forgiveness of sins.”

After the meal our Lord was arrested, abandoned by his followers and beaten. He stood trial and was put to death on a cross. Having emptied himself in the form of a serv-
ant, and being obedient even to death, he was raised from the dead and exalted as Lord of heaven and earth. Through him you bestow the gift of your Spirit, uniting your Church,
empowering its mission, and leading us into the new creation you have promised.

Gracious God, we celebrate with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. Grant that in praise and thanksgiving we may be a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable in your
sight, that our lives may proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Loving God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that they may be for us the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we may be for the world
the body of Christ, redeemed through his blood, serving and reconciling all people to you.

Remember your Church, scattered upon the face of the earth; gather it in unity and preserve it in truth. Remember the saints who have gone before us. In communion with
them and with all creation, we worship and glorify you always:

Through your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit in your Holy Church, all glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.




